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IN THE sgmon COURT
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTBERN MARIANA ISLANDS

19 § IN RE THE MATTER OF: ;
)
OFFICE OF THE ATI'ORNEY ) AMENDED GENERAL ORDER
. GENERAL AND DIVISION OF )}
' IMMIGRATION ) DISMISSING ALL PENDING
; IMMIGRATION CASES
)

l Thisis the final and last order of one of the only two non federal immigration courts under the United -
| States Flag and is one of historical significance as it marks the end of sn unwsual era and closes the chapter
| om what could be categorized as one of the most unique immigration arrangements in US history."

| Theimmigration calendar of the Commonwealth Supesior Court is the only one in the CNMIjudiciary|

for the CNMA to have controlled its own immigration.

| The amusual era § speak of is the exemption from the U.S. Fmmigration law which commenced when
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands was established in 1978 as a commonwealth in political
| uniion with the Uited States. The document that detailed the very special and unique relationship that the

‘, 'American Samoa is exempt from U.S. Immigration and exercises its own power of immigration
! comtrol. 4
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1 | CNME would have in its relations with the United States is the COVENANT TO ESTABLISH A
2 | COMMONWEALTHOFTHE NORTHERN MARIANA tSLANDS INPOLITICALUNION WITH THE.
3 | UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, (Covenaat), This documeat became a Urited States PublicLaw codified
4 \ as 48 U.5.C. 1801 and was a proud and historical moment for the people of the Nosthern Mariasa Ilands,
5 | which, among other things, granted the people of the NMY U.S. citizenship.

& Within the Covenant were provisions providing for self government and the exemptions of the
7 | applicability of severs! U.S. laws. One in particular, was the CNMX’s exemption from US immigration law,
 hich i effe, allowed the coninaed control of maigrtin that the forer udiction of the Trust

l
9 § Territory had in the Trust Territory District of the Northern Mariana slands. The CNMI continped to use

8

Over the years, the Commeonwealth Superior Court has been deeply invoived in the immigration
- powers exercised by the Commotrwealth, and this Court has handled the immigration calendar for eight years.
| Along with my colleagues and other Judges before us, we have acted upon thousands of deportation cases
| over the last 32 years, as well ag conducting jucicial reviews of adminisirative decisions 1o refuse entry to

[ the COMT’ smmmmmﬁmwﬁmwuhmmmmgmonmthemm
{| will afficially close this chapter of CNMI history.
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‘ Attormney General’s Office and the Department of Immigration now pending, without & final order of
§ deportstion, before the Commonwealth Supesior Coust are hereby dismissed.
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This Court will no longer have any authority to determine the immigration status of any person before
tbe(hmnt,uxmmﬁngxnnmethanismoquuhedtnmcstxnvznzuﬁng lhelegalnmnngnuunlsunnmloffhuse

In view of the foregoing, the court now closes the 32 year immigration calendar and orders as

| follows:

IT IS HERFBY ORDERED
Any and all petitions and other forms of fitigation dealing with immigration matters brought by the

T
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